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Development of a VA shadowing method for improving the listening skills of
Japanese
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The purpose of this study was to develop a VA shadowing method to improve
the listening skills of Japanese by facilitating the learning of Kanji pronunciation. The two-year
study revealed that for novice learners, both the VA method group, where learners are repeatedly
exposed to Kanji pronunciation, and the VV method group, where learners are repeatedly exposed to
Kanji and hiragana (phonetic alphabet), are possibly equally effective in improving the learning of
Kanji pronunciation. Additionally, the pre-posttest comparison among elementary school students
revealed that only the post-test scores of the highest graders in the VA method group improved
significantly, while none of the differences in the other groups were significant. Based on these
findings, this study concluded that the VA shadowing method is most effective in improving the
learning of Kanji pronunciation among advanced learners.
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VA W
N 5 5 5 5 4
Mean 12.94 19.00 10.20 19.80 10.50 12.25
Sh 518 464 217 228 580 6.34
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VA w
N 17 19 12 16 19 12
Mean 2.36 2.79 4.08 2.13 221 3.08
Sb 122 187 1.17 1.31 1.65 1.13
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