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A Study of Cultural Diversity and Its Origins in the World of Seventh-Century
East Asia
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In 589, the Sui overthrew the Chen and unified China, and the Sui-Tang
established its position as China’ s legitimate dynasty. But in recent years some researchers of
Japanese history have been saying that in the seventh century Japan was still absorbing, via the
countries on the Korean peninsula, a multilayered continental culture going back to the Northern and

Southern DKnasties, and that it was only with the Taiho Code (Taiho ritsuryo) completed in 701
(Taiho 1) that Japan finally began to incorporate the systematic institutions of the Tang. One fact
indicative of this is changes in the plans for capital cities, to be seen in the shift from
Fujiwarakyo , said to have followed the Zhouli model, to Heijokyo, said to have followed the model
of the Tang city of Chang’ an. This study shows that the origins of this cultural diversity in East
Asia lay in the diffusion and multipolarization of cultural centres in the East Asian world from the

third century onwards.
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