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A trial study on development of assistive technology with cultural anthropology
for the elderly with dementia and mental disorders
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How can we collaborate cultural anthropology (medical anthropology) and
assistive technologies (ATs) development? The anthropological research of the elderlies with
dementia who use ATs (ex. social robot) at home clarified qualitative changes in their daily lives
(relationship with social robot, competition, etc.) and the construction factors of their reality
(correspondence of family or professionals, etc.). These cases were summarized by ICF, for having
common framework. In addition, four discussions with engineers clarified that the methods and
perspectives of cultural anthropology (medical anthropology) are useful for the ATs development
proceedings in the community and the engineers’ understanding of AT users’ real lives, needs, and

reasonable accommodation. We are preparing to provide information such as check sheets for ATs
development with users.
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