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Law in the GDR in the Legal History of the 20th century
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I have performed an inquiry into the legal system, especially the basic
views on the judiciary and the real development of the judicial system of the early GDR. Although
there were many possibilities (also in the KPD and the SED) for the development of the judicial
system until 1948, a centrally controlled unified judicial system was created by the state-party
SED, which acquired despotic power. The so-called “ democratic” judiciary under the strong control
of the Ministry of Justice, Supreme Court and the Supreme Prosecutor’ s Office was created. Also
within the court, the director had many routes to influence the individual decisions of the judges.
However, there remained various frictions with the official policy within the judiciary and among
legal scholars and the interest of the public towards the judiciary remained low.
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