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A study of the international harmonized approach in regulating collusions in the
platform business
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This study conducted comparative legal studies in the US, the EU and Japan
in relation to concerted practices, mainly about hub-and-spoke collusion.
In the U.S., the said collusion is per se illegal under section 1 of the Sherman Act when a
horizontal agreement exists. In the E.U., it is strictly regulated under section 101 of the Treaty
on the Functioning of the European Union. On the contrary, in Japan, the Tokyo High Court decided
that an enterprise of the unreasonable restraint of trade, under section 2 (6) of Japanese
Antimonopoly Law, was limited to the enterprise that conducted business activities in the same
relevant market in the case of Newspaper Distribution (1953).
This study clarifies that there is difficulty in regulating collusion between enterprises that
conduct business in different markets in Japan and proposes a way of regulation that is not limited

to the transaction stages.
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