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We have conducted a series of experiments to examine intergenerational

sustainability of common pool resource (CPR) use. We sought to characterize what kind of people have
tendencies to sustain CPR longer and what kind of new mechanisms are effective to induce
sustainable use of CPR under intergenerational settings. We find that prosociality of people is a
key to explain the intergenerational sustainability. It is demonstrated that the sustainability
become higher when people are prosocial. We also find that people in rural areas are prosocial,
while those in urban areas are proself, explaining that people in urban areas cannot sustain CPR or
exhaust the resources. However, we identify a few new social mechanisms, such as future thought
experiments, that induce people in urban areas to sustain CPR much longer.
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