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The effect of small-scale childcare on children®s development and health
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This study empirically evaluated the childcare environments both at the
small- and medium-scale childcares, and analyzed the relationship between the quality of childcare
environments and children®s development. We compared the childcare environment in the class of the
one year old child at the small- and medium-scale childcares using the widely used indicators
assesing the qualiy of childcare environments, what is called ITERS-R (Infant/Toddler Environment
Rating Scale (ITERS-R). As a result, the empirical analysis showed that the quality of the childcare

environments was higher in the small-scale childcare in general than the medium-scale childcare. In
addition, it was also shown that the quality of childcare environments and the length of teacher®s
tenure have a significant positive relationship with children®s development and health at the end
ofthe first year that children attended to childcare.
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