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This research project aimed to reveal the political mechanism behind

international large-scale assessments (ILSAs). It focussed on assessment developers and analysed who
(actors) conducted ILSAs and how (process) they were conducted. We successfully gathered
information on the motives and processes of the assessments by assessment developers as well as how
these institutions envision the future of assessment. It should be noted that the institutions
differed in terms of the technologies and techniques, which were their strengths. We found that
ILSAs can be divided into phases, such as development, operation, analysis, and use of results. One
of our conclusions is that the current situation of assessment research focusses on technologies and

methodologies of development and analysis, and thus there is a research gap regarding the political
mechanisms in the use of ILSA, which is in fact the most problematic aspect of ILSAs today.
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