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Support systems for children growing up in two or more linguistic environments:
Case studies of Nikkei Bolivians
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Increasing number of children in Japan today grow up in two or more
linguistic environments. However, as a result of prioritising education in the Japanese language at
the expense of children learning their mother tongue, many children drop out of school before they
sufficiently acquire any language, and are thus unable to become independent as adults.

Our research findings confirm that there is an urgent need to create educational environments in
Japan that are conducive to learning more than one language. We examined cases studies and personal
histories of Japanese migrants and their descendants living in Colonia Okinawa, Santa Cruz, Bolivia,
as well as Nikkei Bolivians living in Japan, to explore possibilities of successful bilingual
education. We also suggest concrete and practical measures for improving the conditions for language

learning by mutual coordination and cooperation between the home, educational institutions and
local communities.
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