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Tracking kites to explore the spawning sites and abundance of pink salmons

Matsumoto, Kei
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Conservation and exEloring methodology for spawning rivers of pink salmon
are needed because declines in fishery catch has been continued in recent years. In this study, we
used the GPS tracking system on black-eared kites, which commonly feed on salmon carcasses after
spawning in eastern part of Hokkaido, to determine salmon spawning rivers based on their feeding
locations. Our results showed a highly concentration of habitat use in the proximity of rivers and
influences of salmon spawning. The kites spent their much time at salmon spawning sites. Therefore,
time spent information in the salmon spawning rivers taken from black-eared kites using GPS tracking
devices can be a new technique to monitor the salmon abundance in the rivers in eastern part of
Hokkaido.
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