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Transition and prospect of political model in rural area: a dual approach from
agricultural economics and political science

liguni, Yoshiaki
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This study aims to clarify the current situation and challenges of autonomy
based on local legislature in rural area. Otoyo-cho (a town) in Kochi prefecture is selected as
research field. The town is well known for drastic depopulation. Demographic change, voting behavior

and support base of town council member are focused in the analysis.

The main results are as follows. First, the speed of depopulation has been accelerated from 2010,
and communities began to disappear since the last 5 years accordingly. On the other hand, migrated
population has increased especially in young generation. The demographic change causes change of
support base area for town council candidates. The support base is expanding from the former
community center area (Kominkan) to the neighboring areas and even to the whole town. The
relationship between town autonomy and community (Shuraku) autonomy is weakening, and it is
necessary to rebuild a new image of autonomy.
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