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In Japan, the carriage rate of Neisseria meningitidis in healthy populations

has not been fully investigated. We carried out pharyngeal carriage surveys among dormitory
students at universities A and B. The carriage rate at university A was 0% (0 out of 20). At
university B, a total of 264 students (70%) participated and one out of 257 participants (0.4%) in
the first survey and 2 out of 97 (2.1%) in the second survey were positive for N. meningitidis. The
two culture-isolated strains were non-capsular and different in genotyping, and one that could not
be isolated by culture was positive for capsular ctrA gene. These results suggest that non-capsular
strains might be more easily detected in healthy individuals and that three strains were acquired
through different routes.
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2011
2015 2014
MTM
LAMP CtrA
2016 2017 3 A 1 3 2017
A
2018 2018 11 2019 1 B 1 3
A 20 1.2% 21 18 23
18 8 15
4
B 264 70% 1 257
1 04% 2 97 2 2.1% 2
1 CtrA
Characteristics of N. meningitidis strains obtained from participants
November 2018 January 2019
Student Culture Serotype Genotype ctrA Culture  Serotype Genotype ctrA
A + NT ST-32 - /
B - - - - + NT ST-2032 -
C - - - - - - - +

NT, non-typable
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