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Aim: To determine what a “ partnership” is between cancer survivors and
their family members, and to understand the structure and processes of such a partnership with an
aim to provide support.Results: Two aspects of the cancer survivor and family member partnership
emerged. 1) Re-formation of mutual trust with a deepened understanding of the patient’ s involvement

with cancer. 2) Working cooperatively to enable living with cancer. Seven core constituent elements
of the partnership were identified: 1) A shared understanding of the suffering and trials which
only the patient or family menbers can understand 2) Not being overly concerned 3) Providing an
emotional boost during hard times 4) Providing support through reassuring words like “ It’ s going
to be okay” 5) Making decisions by meeting each other halfway 6) Surviving treatment by emotionally
uniting 7) Fostering abilities to live and engage with cancer.
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