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A study to examine potential of community-based midwife-led pregnancy care
services in Japan
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There is discrepancies in the number of midwives working in health

facilities by the regions in Nagasaki prefecture. The number per delivery cases are only 25% and 50%

in Kenhoku (North) and in Kennan (South) regions, respectively. This implies that availability of
health services is inequitable. We have received information of deliveries among all the residents
in five regions in Nagasaki from the National Vital Statistics. It consists of the cases in the year
2014, 2015 and 2016. Its total number were 31,151. Crude birth rates were varied. Minimum was 5.59
in Higashi-Sonogi and maximum was 10.48 in Oomura. Comparison between midwife density and crude
birth rate suggested that there is uneven distribution of health facilities and workers in Nagasaki
city. On the other hand, there was correlation between the density and crude birth rate in other
areas.
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