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Policy process leading to the major policy change should be uncovered to
realize the sustainable society. This study focused on the Arase dam removal in the Kumamoto
Prefecture, which was implemented to restore the ecosystem, and conduct the case study to identify
the reason why such a major policy change to remove the existing large dam. As a result, 1 found
that the residents along the dam site formed negative beliefs in the dam due to the damages caused
by the dam in the long term and that, in the short term, external perturbations, such as another dam

controversy and timing of water license renewal, affect the resultant policy change.
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