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Do High School Biology Textbooks Promote the Retention of Scientific Literacy? -
Case studies from Japan and Canada -
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The present study examined high school textbooks from both Japan and Canada.

In this comparative analysis, questions from all the biology textbooks were examined to reveal the
directed level of cognitive processes, key factors considered to pla¥ essential role to become
scientifically literate. Categorization based on Bloom' s Taxonomy clearly demonstrated that
Japanese high school textbooks were not equipped with questions that foster higher cognitive
processes, contrary to the Canadian textbooks. Overall, the government-approved textbooks currently
used throughout Japan appear to be insufficient for guaranteeing the acquisition and maintenance of
scientific literacy.
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