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This study examines how farmers take in "market economic behavior™ and "
moral economic behavior™ in their livelihoods and the society in the largest irrigation scheme area
in Kenya. | focus on their rice production and consumption process to explore the social dynamics
working behind the persistent “ subsistence ethic,” which still remain alive in a highly
commercialized farming community in Africa. This process may contrast with the straightforward
commercialization process of rice production in Asian countries. It is suggested that implementing
agricultural development projects, policy makers should pay closer attention to the existing African

farmers’ behavioral patterns and socio-cultural features, so as not to destroy their unique
redistribution system of wealth, which continues to facilitate ways to support the subsistence of
members within the same community.
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