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Naturalizing inference: Focusing on "inference without word™ in pre-linguistic
infants and non-human animals
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To take a step toward naturalizing inference, this study conducted a
philosophical analysis on “ inference without words” which pre-linguistic infants and non-human
animals are supposed to make. This study (1) examined the validity of “ the Morgan’ s canon” which
is prevalent in comparative studies and showed that the skepticism on attributing inference ability
to infants and animals can be gradually weakened, (2) showed, from “ the minimalist” point of view,

that inference without words 1s based on the grasp of negation, causation and categorization, (3)
considered neural substrates of these basic capacities and carried out a proposal on an approach
toward elucidating the neural network of inference.
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