(®)
2016 2018

A Religious Sociological Research on the Transformation of Shinto in Depopulated
Areas.
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The study had two purposes. The first is to clarify transformation of ways
of Shinto rituals Ujiko’ s (parishioner) sentiment in one of the depopulated area in Kochi
Prefecture, Kubokawa Town. The second was to prove variety of shrines through patternization of
several features in the town. I conducted both questionnaire and field surveys for 80 villages and
103 shrines in Kubokawa Town.
As a result of the survey, it revealed that the shrines in the depopulated area had problems such as
deterioration of the shrine, the aging Ujiko, and the lack of ritual successors. Furthermore, it
clarified that the influence of depopulation also affected Ujiko' s faith life and their interest in
the shrines. Regarding patternization of shrines, 1 was able to present overview of their Ujiko,
management and future, based on role of priesthood and Ujiko' s interest.
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