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The purpose of my research was to trace the history of public aquariums in
Europe, the United States and Japan from the 19th to the 21st century, referring to their cultural
and social backgrounds.
For example, early public aquariums that exhibited aquatic animals captured in the colonial regions
represented the imperial power. After World War 11, the new type of aquariums which I call “ theme
aquariums” and marine parks have emerged meeting expectations of the public that desires to visit
the idealized aquatic world. In the postmodern period, however, public aquariums must face critics
against animal keeping and change their objectives.
Besides, topics such as traditional images of fish in Western and Eastern cultures before the 19th
century as well as the possibility of the “ hybrid exhibition” in the near future, consisting of
real and virtual animals and robots, were also discussed in my project.
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