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On the Blank Five Months: The A.E.F. Study Abroad Program and the Birth of
Interwar Literature
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The object of my research is to elucidate the diverse cultural meanings that
the American Expeditionary Forces created, soon after World War I, through their five-month study
abroad program for young American soldiers stationed in either France or Britain. My research will
enable us to acquire fresh insight concerning how the seed of interwar American literature was
formed by its practitioners” exposures to foreign universities in France or Britain between February
and June 1919. In the end, we will gain a new narrative about the five months that American
literary history has long overlooked.
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