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A Diachronic Study of Negative Systems in Old Chinese

Tonouchi, Shunsuke
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This study divided Old Chinese negatives into *p—tyge negatives ( ,
and *m-type negatives ( , , ) and examined how the functional opposition between the *p-type
negatives and changed from the Shang period to the Western Han period by analyzing various
excavated documents, such as oracle bone Inscriptions from the Shang Dynasty, bronze inscriptions
from the Zhou Dynasty, bamboo slips from the Warring States period to the Western Han period, and
also handed-down documents from the Zhou Dynasty to the Western Han period.

Furthermore, this study also examined how came to have the pronunciation of from the Qin
period to the Western Han period, and examined new Western Han bamboo slips and wooden tablets to
Better gngerstand the contested use of the character to render the verb during the Western

an period.
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