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A historical study of politeness in Japanese focusing on adverbs and prefaced
expressions
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The purpose of this study is to investigate the historical development of
politeness in directives, gratitude, and apologies in Japanese, with a focus on adverbs and prefaced
expressions. With regard to directives, we describe the development of prefaced expressions, such

as" sumimasenga” (excuse me, but) and“ yoroshikattara” (if you want), the influence of the
establishment of standard Japanese on such expressions, and the resultant change in the norms of
politeness. In regards to gratitude and apologies, we recount the development of the adverb domo.”
In addition, we discuss several related grammatical phenomena that were discovered in our research.
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