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A typological survey on focus-marking in Ryukyuan languages

Shimoji, Michinori
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The present study is a cross-dialectal survey of the relationship between

various kinds of foci and their formal encodings in Ryukyuan languages. On the one hand, the present
study is descriptive, dealing with a hitherto untouched issue of dialectal variation among Ryukyuan
languages with regard to the usage of morphological focus-marking such as du and ga. By examining
fifteen Ryukyuan languages, it has been shown that there is a considerable dialectal variation with

regard to focus-marking and that the relevant factors are focus function and focus domain (argument
vs. predicate, etc.). On the other hand, the present study is typological, giving a consistent model
that explains the observed variation and makes predictions about the possible language patterns and
impossible ones in the form of a pair of hierarchies, Focus Type Hierarchy (Contrastive Focus > WHA
Focus (the focus of the answer to a WHQ) > WHQ Focus) and Focus Domain Hierarchy (Argument >
Predicate).
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Language Pattern Contrastive Non-Contrastive

Contrastive Focus WHA Focus WHQ Focus

Onotsu (Kikai, NR) F

Yonabaru (Okinawan, NR) CF-sensitive F
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Isen (Tokunoshima, NR)
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Setouchi (Amami, NR)
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Yuwan (Amami, NR) EF-sensitive

Kunigami (Okinoerabu, NR)

Yonaguni (Yaeyama, SR)

Irabu (Miyako, SR) (F)

Bora (Miyako, SR) (F)

Tarama (Miyako, SR) (F)

Kuroshima (Yaeyama, SR) Non-restrictive (F)

Hatoma (Yaeyama, SR)

Funauki (Yaeyama, SR)
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Constituent focused Prd
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