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This project has investigated the distribution of adnominal adjectives in
0ld English(OE) noun phrases and attempted to give a principled account for the development of the
structure of noun phrases in the history of English. From the data collected by using historical
corpora, it has been found that there were various kinds of OE adnominal adjectives which have the
attributive interpretation and modify its head noun postnominally. Moreover, the loss of postnominal

adjectives observed in OE has been argued to be related to the loss of the head movement within
noun phrases.



=) (=(2))

(1) an actor suitable for the part
(2) something bad / nothing wrong

(predicative) (=(3)) (attributive)
(=(4))
(3) any man alive | the remedies available
(4) *a girl pretty | *movies popular
(3)(4)

York-Toronto-Helsinki Parsed Corpus of Old English
(YCOE) / YCOE

Fischer (2000, 2001) Haumann (2010)

Haumann (2010)

Fischer (2000, 2001)
(predicative) (attributive)
Haumann (2010)

YCOE Table 1
Table 1. Adnominal Adjectives in Postnominal Position
full -weard self other types | exceptional attrlbytlv_e or TOTAL
predicative
211 141 138 46 9 233 778
Table 1 (exceptional) 9

full 778 211




211 16

full
141 -weard -weard
upweard “upward”  innerweard “inner” inner
3 self 138 Quirk et al.(1985)
oneself (I met the manager
himself) self
(attributive) (predicative) 233
)
(5) a.=nne heafodbeag gyldenne (coboeth,B0:37.112.20.2222)
one  crown golden
b. heewenne clad wyllenne (colaece,Lch_11¥[3]:46.1.1.3966)
blue cloth woolen

c. heora handaweorce dseghwamlice (cochdrul,ChrodR_1:17.22)
their hands work daily
(5a) gyldenne “golden” golden
(5b,c) wyllenne “woolen”
daeghwamlice “daily”
(5) 233 154
84 (6)

(6) pynne“thin” brad*broad” finiht“finny” wunscilliht‘unshelled” gimmisc“geweled”
gylden“golden” heah“high” Englisc“English” Frencisc‘French” willisc“foreign” yfefevil”
halig‘sacred” god‘good” geong‘young” linen“flaxen” wyllen“woolen”

Fischer (2000, 2001) Haumann (2010)
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