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on the point of doing of doing

will/shall
be going to

This study dealt with issues related to the emergence of the category of
immediate future expressions in Modern English. In Early Modern English, there were various
expressions to denote immediate future, some of which survived into today"s English, but others died

out. This study considered differences between those survived and those did not and suggested the
possibility that the stability in form and meaning determined the fate of each immediate future
expression in Early Modern English. It also dealt with the variant forms of "on the point of doing"
and suggested that the current form ending with "of doing" was established due to the development of

complex prepositions.



will  shall be going to
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be going to, be about to

OED
EEBO(Early English Books Online)

OED 17-18
OED before, till, until
3
18
when  after
18-19
OED
be going to  be
about to
William Shakespeare Christopher Marlowe Thomas Nashe

John Lyly (be about to,

be going to, be on the point of, be ready to, go near to)

be on the point of  Shakespeare
be ready to
Marlowe: 0% : 50%
EEBO
be about to, be upon the point of,
be ready to 2



Be about to  be upon the point of
be ready to
ready
be ready to

(1) prae dolore moriturus ...: and ready to dye for griefe (1621)
(2) in articulo mortis, ready to dye (1663)

be on the point of doing
étre sur le

point de
EEBO
16 in point to do 16 at the point to do 17
upon the point of doing 17
of doing

upon the point of doing
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