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A Diachronic Study on the Licensing of Subjects and the Syntactic Structure of
the Absolute Participial Constructions in English

Nakagawa, Satoshi
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The diachronic change of absolute ﬁarticipial constructions from OE to ME
is accounted for from the viewpoint of the Labeling Algorithm proposed by Chomsky (2013).1In OE,
dative Case was assigned to the subjects of absolute participial constructions and present
participles agreed with them in gender, number, and case. This study proposes that the absolute
participial constructions were headed by a null P and the null P assigned dative Case to both their
subjects and the present participles. Furthermore, the complement of the null P was labeled as <@ ,
@ >as a result of the merger of the subjects and the present participles, because the present
participles had ¢ -features.

It is argued that in ME, present participles lost their ¢ -features and then the complement of the
null P was not labeled as <¢ , @ >, absolute participial constructions became obsolete.
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