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Exploring learning processes in individual writing conferences: Practicing
learner training and its effectiveness
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This study contributed to the research on second language (L2) writing by
identifying the important role of writing conferences (WrCs) in practicing process-oriented L2
writing pedagogy in university-level English education. The researcher first observed how Japanese
learners of English interacted with their English writing tutors in a North American university. She

then used part of the observation data as a model to raise Japanese university students’ awareness
to the benefits of making use of WrC opportunities that were newly established at a participating
university. The study concluded by reporting the meaningfulness of L2 WrCs beyond developing the
learners’ writing skills including their autonomy and active participation in interacting with

their tutors.
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