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Establishment and development of Negoro-dera Temple as "university"
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Negoro-dera Temple located in Kii Province was an enormous temple belongs to

Shingon Buddhism with great influence in the local society during the late Middle Age. It has been
generally accepted that the people in the neighboring area entered the temple to serve as Gyonin,
the clerk monks,were playing a significant role for i1ts prosperity, who were dealing with the
management of the temple and positively taking part in the battles, as well as economical
activities. Nevertheless, in the mid-16th century, Negoro-dera Temple was widely recognized as
university", which resulted in that many studying monks from, not only the neighboring regions, but
also all over Japanese Archipelago, came to Negoro-dera Temple for studying and training. This
research aims to investigate the process of establishment and development of Negoro-dera Temple as a

"university" in the Middle Age, by revealing how organization of the monks and life of the studying
monks had been formed and changed through time.
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