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Rural Society and Family in Late Antique Egypt
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This study analyzed three papyrus archives originated from the
fourth-century AD Fayum and reconstructed Egyptian rural society in order to elucidate several
aspects of the Mediterranean world in late antiquity. While the Fayum has been regarded as an area
which suffered a rapid decline during the third and fourth centuries, a close examination of the
evidence and recent studies suggest the diversities within the region as the circumstances of
individual settlements and families were different.
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