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A historical geography of fellow traders® networks in late 19th and early 20th
century Japan
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To understand the regional industrialization in late 19th and early 20th
century Japan, it is necessary to give a concrete explanation to the connection between individual
agencies and regional formations. This study focuses on how the national network of the Japanese
pharmaceutical industry operated around pivotal cities, Tokyo and Osaka to create spatial
interactions across the national medicine market. The use of this network enabled the integration
and progression of the Japanese pharmaceutical market at that time, however, pharmacies also began
to build different and layered communication networks that corresponded to their respective business

styles. These findings indicate that pharmacies used different networks of different spatial
scales, thereby operating regional specialization and national integration networks simultaneously.
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