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The purpose of this research is to clarify the mechanism and spatial
structure of labor migration during the economic restructuring in China. Since the 2000s, China®s
interprovincial floating population has become more strongly influenced by economic factors, leading

to greater concentration in the eastern region. In addition, competition for migrant workers
occurred within the eastern region, and the movement of labor from inland regions shifted from the
Pearl River Delta to the Yangtze River Delta. On the other hand, some inland provinces were found to
have reduced the outflow of labor to the eastern region due to the development of urban economies.
In addition, the spatial expansion of manufacturing enterprises and the development of commodity
agriculture in rural areas have increased new employment opportunities, with some impact on the
mobility of rural labor.
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