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Black churches in America are well known for its use of music during the
worship services. Especially in Pentecostal or Charismatic churches, congregations often do ecstatic
dances, ecstatic utterance (called speaking in tongue), and verbal utterance such as *“
testimonies” and “ prayer” . Their worship services are very noisy. In this study, I analyzed what
kind of “ expressions” those actions are, in terms of communicative function. Also, | confirmed an
assumption that those expressions can well support individuals “ belief” by ethnographic data
collected by interviews and observations.
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