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One of the main results of this research project is the systematic
review of study into "flexibility of norms". The project revealed the study into "flexibility of
norms" developed in the context of international law of development during 1960s-70s. However, the
number of studies decreased in 1980s and we saw only a few studies by 1990s. The latest study on
flexibility of norms is the one conducted by G. P. Politakis in 2004.At the same time, a new
phenomenon was observed, which is the resurgence of international law of development. In other
words, some French scholars proposed to establish "new" law of development. However, the flexibility

of norms in international labor law has not become the object of this new agenda. It is also a
result of the research Broject that, in_this new academic circumstance, it focused on the
categorization of flexibility of norms in international labor conventions and other treaties, and
analyzed its implication for the order of global economy.
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Politakis, “ Deconstructing flexibility in international labour Conventions” , inJ.-C.
Javillier and B.Gernigon (eds.), Les normes internaitonales du travail: un patrimoine

pour I' avenir (Bureau international du Travail, 2004) 2004
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