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The purpose of this study is to explore the way to guarantee the right of
accused persons to remain silent during police interrogation in Japan by reference to, or comparing
with, English law, case law of the European Court of Human Rights and EU directives on the right to
access a lawyer.

In conclusion, this study has argued that in order to allow for the effective exercise of the
rights of silence, firstly, accused persons should have the right to consult a lawyer in private
prior to police interrogation. Secondly, before they are interrogated by the police or public
prosecutor, they must be given sufficient information (disclosure of evidence) to enable them to
understand th they are suspected of committing an offence. Finally, and most importantly, they
should have the right for their lawyer to be present and participate effectively while they are
being questioned.
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