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The standard for deciding whether contact between a child and their
non-residential parent should be allowed, and to what extent it should be allowed, is decided based
on the best interest of the child. As is well know, however, the best interest of the child is an
extremely vague standard. This research introduces the theoretical framework proposed by Michael
Coester concerning the best interest of the child as a legal concept, concentrating on how the
specific contents of the best interest of the child should be determined in individual cases. The
specific example of contact with a child living in a step-family will be used to illustrate how case

law and scholarly literature have interpreted the best interest of the child. Lastly, the law in
Japan concerning step-families in general is analyzed from a comparative perspective and through the
prism of research done in fields such as family sociology, to point out the shortcoming of the

current system and propose changes.
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