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This study studied a part of the mechanisms of “ design thinking” -- a
widely recognized set of methodology in innovation creation. We focused on industrial designers who
also contributed to technology development to identify the focal mechanism. To overcome
methodological issues, we firstly validated design patent data as an innovation indicator. We
confirmed the validity, at least in the domestic registrations. Secondly, we investigated
designer-originated inventions and conditions of design-technology mixed innovations. Our
guantitative study and qualitative studies found that some designers contribute to technology
development by their unique skills, and also technology development and design developments are
interactive under the innovation creation context.
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