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Sociological study on the reproduction system of local communities focusing on
vacant houses in rural area
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It is important for Japanese society with a decreasing population to
establish sustainable reproduction system in local communities. | researched “ awareness and
behaviors” of various actors around vacant houses in rural area. As a result of urbanization and
industrialization after World War , community residents expanded their life space(living area),
the population inflow/outflow has been actively increasing in rural area. Dwelling house was
regarded as private space and community residents hesitate to involve in vacant house as someone
property in local community. In the process of these change, community residents are no longer able
to maintain “ relationships among people in communities” ,“ relationships between the living and the

dead” , and “ relationships between people and nature” . The local community has been based on
such relationship. It is critical to maintain these significant relationships in order to establish
sustainable reproduction system in local communities.
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