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The equal treatment principle for temporary agency workers, which went into
effect in Japan in April 2020, is significantly different in content compared to those in effect in
Germany and South Korea. In all three countries, employer associations and the government have
pushed for the deregulation of temporary agency work given the rise of global economic competition,
but the legislative outcome or the content of the equal pay for equal work policy is uniquely
Japanese. In terms of timing, Japan was the slowest in legislating the principle. In terms of its
capability to improve working conditions, the Japanese version seems to be the least capable among
the three. The underlying causes of the birth of such a legal system can be found in the exclusion
of labor unions from the policy-making process and the weakness of labor unions as social movement
organizations.
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