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Self-interest bias in facial affect recognition as a function of psychopathy
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Psychopathic traits increased reaction time in pressing the down-arrow key,
not to angry faces, but to sad faces. Such results imply that psychopathic traits reduce the
processing of a negative concept of faces that do not represent a threat to observers. In addition,
psychopathic traits were associated with a slow response to fearful faces with direct gaze, and with

an increased failure in response inhibition to averted-gaze fear. These results suggest that while
psychopathic traits impair the detection of social signals that do not represent a threat, they
excessively activate behavioral responses to social cues signaling the presence of a threat. Thus,
the present findings support for the self-interest bias in facial affect recognition as a function
of psychopathic traits. However, the present studies failed to find event-related potentials that
are clearly associated with behavioral results. Further studies are required to add neurobiological
evidences.
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