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Hearing assessment of non-verbal sounds: improving quality of life for people

with hearing impairment

TABARU, KEI
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i o _ The purpose of this study was to clarify factors influencing the
identification of environmental sounds in people with hearing impairment. Experimental researches

were conducted on adults with hearing impairment. Results suggest that there are roughly four
factors to enhance the identification of environmental sounds : a) spectro-temporal pattern of
sounds, b) pure tone threshold of each person, c¢) contextual information of sounds, d) amount of

hearing experience. These factors should be considered in assessment of hearing abilities for
environmental sounds identification.
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