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How did benthic animals obtain the tubicolous and epifaunal mode of life?
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This project aims to illustrate how benthic animals obtained the tubicolous
and epifaunal mode of life, which focuses on the crustacean order Tanaidacea. During the project,
the thread-producing system in this crustacean group was mainly investigated. Through taxonomical,
phylogenetical, and morphological approaches and rearing experiments, this project discovered the
novel mucus-secreting system in Tanaidacea and many tube-dwelling tanaidacean
families/genera/species undiscovered in Japan, and revealed that the evolution of thread-producing
system in Tanaidacea is more elaborate than previously assumed.
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Parapseudes algicola (Shiino, 1952) 1 mm.
Kakui and Hiruta (2017)
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