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Evaluation of the diversity of agri-food culture rooted in local communities:
conservation activities of landraces in East Asian countries
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Sustainable farming of local varieties (landraces, indigenous varieties) of
crops and vegetables is thought to be important for maintaining plants’ genetic resources and
agricultural biological diversity. This study will focus on East Asian countries. Based on the
interview surveys and questionnaire survey, the diversity of agri-food culture related to conserving

local varieties were evaluated. (1) A comprehensive assessment of continuous vegetable cultivation
and seed-saving activities on a regional scale were examined. (2) JA (Japan Agricultural
Cooperatives), elementary school, played an important role in supporting farmers with continuous
cultivation of Yamashio-na in Fukuoka. (3) In the case of Kumamoto prefecture, the characteristics
of perception and consumption of traditional vegetables by consumers were revealed. (4) It was
implied that there were three stages of cultivation of them: livelihood, conservation and creation
of value.
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Local governance of genetic commons by farmers: Characteristics of the seed supply network in Nepal
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