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Intraductal papillary neoplasms of the bile duct (IPNB) is a biliary tumor
which shows predominantly intraductal growth and dilatation of affected ducts, and have a better
prognosis. Here we elucidate the genetic landscape of IPNBs. In the whole exome sequencing study,
mutations in APC or CTNNB1 were observed in 6/14 subjects (43%) and were mutually exclusive. In
immunohistochemistry, the aberrant cytoplasmic and/or nuclear expression of B -catenin was found in
not only 5/6 IPNBs with APC or CTNNB1 mutations, but also 6/8 cases with wild-type APC and CTNNB1
(total 79%). Somatic mutations were also identified in genes involved in RAS signalling, a cell
cycle regulator, histone methyltransferase, and DNA mismatch repair, some of which are potentially
targetable. This study suggests that activation of the Wnt/[ -catenin signalling pathway is relevant

to the development and progression of IPNBs. IPNBs appeared to be morphologically and genetically
distinct from cholangiocarcinomas.
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