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Functional role of pregenomic RNA splicing in Hepatitis B virus replication
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The splicing of hepatitis B virus (HBV) pregenomic (pg)RNA is common event
in HBV life cycle. However, the functional role of pgRNA splicing remains a critical unanswered
question. In this study, we found that HBc lacking its C-terminal Cys (HBc-delC) is translated from
the major type of the spliced RNA (Spl) and that HBc-delC is involved in HBV nucleocapsid.
Futhermore, it is hihgly likely that co-existence of two types of HBc proteins produced from
unspliced pgRNA and from spliced pgRNA (Spl) is important for HBV infectivity.
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