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Important roles of non-NO-mediated endothelium-dependent relaxation in
cardiovasuclar disease
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This study highlighted that vessel size-dependent contribution of nitric
oxide (NO) and endothelium-derived relaxing factor (EDHF) played an important role in coronary
microcirculation in mice. Moreover, this study demonstrated that coronary microvascular endothelial
dysfunction (CMED) was associated with more advanced plaque characteristics in patients with chest
pain and early nonobstructive coronary artery disease, and that CMED was an independent predictor of

rupture-prone vulnerable plaques. These results indicate a potential role of CMED in the
progression of coronary atherosclerosis in the early stage of the disease.
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