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Discharge planning for cooperation and collaboration of ward and discharge
planning nurses
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This study aimed to examine awareness of the roles of hospital ward and
discharge planning nurses in supporting patients’ decision making to be discharged from hospital.
There was a total of 13 participants in this study, including 7 ward nurses and 6 discharge planning

nurses. The obtained data were qualitatively analyzed. Ward nurses were aware of their own role of
"ascertaining and respecting the intentions of patients and their families" and their expectations
of discharge planning nurses for "understanding the situation from a continuous perspective".
Discharge planning nurses were aware of their own role of "coordination among a broad range of
stakeholders™ and their expectations of ward nurses for " clarifying the stance and judgment of ward
nurses”. Our findings suggest that role engagements for each SEeCialized nursing type should be
promoted, even though these staff share a common awareness of their responsibility to be closely
involved in recuperation of their patients.
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