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Estimation of population parameters and population of harbor seals in the
eastern Hokkaido
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The Kuril harbor seal Phoca vitulina stejnegeri is an only living year round

marine mammal in southeastern Hokkaido, Japan. Its population declined the early 1970s, the causes
of this decline are thought to be commercial harvesting, bycatch in fishing, and other human
activities.The average population growth rate was approximately 3-5%, per annum over the past 40
years.Commercial harvesting ended in the late 1980s and probably had the effect of population trends
until the late 1980s.The bycatch of seals in now remained similar to or slightly greater than that
during the 1980s.Bycatch prevention measures can also reduce fishery damage.The local set net
fishermen try are improving fishing gear at the site continues.

The number of harbor seals has not increased since around 2010.1t was suggested that the survival
rate of pups and subadult class may be decreased under the influence of recent marine environmental

changes.
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