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This research project reexamined the role of nationalism in the

multinational society of the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (1945-1991). Nationalism in a
federal state tends to be regarded as what can endanger its integrity, much like the Yugoslav
breakup in the 1990s. This study attempted to grasp the ambivalent aspects of nationalism that were
related to the Yugoslav multinational experiences (positive and negative)--from the society"s
formation through its maintenance and eventual collapse--and endeavored to understand the dynamism
throughout the period of the state"s existence. These concepts were explored through the following
four main points: 1) nationalism was the presupposition for building and maintaining a multinational
society; 2) nationalism was the foundation of the rhetoric for political and economic needs; 3)
unitary Yugoslavism embraced nationalism of each nation; and 4) nationalism grew and became more
radicalized as the country neared collapse.
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