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By analysing the interpersonal aspect of political communication based on
debates at the Diet in Japan, which involves the members of the Diet discussing at the Diet,
journalists making the news on them, and lay people reading/watching the news and making judgment
and evaluation on the politicians and/or journalists, this study critically investigates a negative
side of communication: people do not always cooperate with each other politely, rather they pursue
their interests such as enhancing their own images and/or damaging others’ images, building
relationships with others who have power, and neglecting/excluding others.
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